u 
LS 


Afſembled in 


PARLIAMENT. 


The Humble Petition of the ſeveral and numerous: Creditors of the 


Goldſmiths concerned in His MAJESTIES Exchequer. 
Moſt Humbly Sheweth., 


WW; Hat your Petitioners (being incouraged and invited by the Se- 
curities of the Common and Statute Laws of this Realm, 
: .and his Majeſties gratious and inviolable Promiſes given unto 
the ſaid Goldſmiths, and their Creditors) placed ſome their 
whole, and others, the greateſt part of their Eſtates in the ſaid 
Goldſmiths hands,and Knnd juſt dealings, till about December 
1671. that a ſtep was put to any further Payment our of 
- His Majeſties Exchequer ; ſince when they have not only failed 
of their ee (which was moſt of your Petitioners dayly Bread) bur alſo of their 
Principal. 


That ſome of your Petitioners are poor Widdows and Orphants, who having 
put their Mites into the ſaid Goldſmiths hands for their Maintenance ; are left Mo- 
ny-leſs, Helpleſs, and Friendleſs. 

Thar others of your Petitioners having with hard and painful Labour and Tra- 
vel intheir Youths, got together ſome ſmall Eſtate ro maintain them in their old Age, 
for Surety putthe ſame into the ſaid Goldſmiths hands. 

Thar many put their Eſtates for Surety in the ſaid Goldſmiths hands till th-:: 
Children came to Age, to putthemto Prentice, and to beſtow others in Marriage ; 


and others for want of their Monies being outof their Times of Apprenticeſhip can- 
nat ſet up their Trades. 


T hat others of your Petitioners loſt their Eſtates,expoſed their Perſons,and broveht | 
Themſelves,their Wives & Chilcren to beggery,in Defence of his Majeſties and Fa-. 


thers Royal Perſons and Crowns in the late Rebellion, (of which ſome of them bear 


- about them che Honourable Marks) & only Saved from Violence and Riapine a ſmall 
pitrance which they alſo pytin the ſaid Goldſmiths hands to buy Bread in their Old 


Age, and are now unable to Work for more. 


That ſome by ſuffering the loſs of part of their Eſtates becoming Debtors them- 
ſelves are caſt into Lothſome Jayles, for want of their own, to ſatisfie their Creci- 
tors, where, without your Honours Compaſſion they are like co continue. 


The Conſequence of which hath been, that many of them have been (and zre ) 


ready to Periſh for Want. 


That ſome Laying to Hearttheir great Miſery, are DiſtraQed. | 
Thar others (through Grief) broke their Hearts and died miſerably, leaving behind 


them both diſconſolate Widowes and miſerable Children, without either Friends or 


Money to help them in their moſt exctream Neceſſity. With many other innumerable 


and unexpreſſible Wants and Grievances, Occaſioned by the ſaid Goldſmiths Non- 
payment of their Debts. 


Tour Petitioners therefore moſt humbly implore Your Honours (for the ſake of the ; 


Great God of Heaven and Earth) That Commiſerating their maj} Sad and 
Deplerable Condition, Your Honours will be ple "ap (out of Tour great Care 
of - Property ) to Conſider of ſome Effettual way for the Releif of Tour Peti- 
tioners,by Enabling them 10 findout ſome Courſe to Receive their juſt Debts, 
41 to Tour Great Wiſdoms ſhall ſcem meet. 


And your Petitioners (as in Duty Bound) ſhall ever Pray, &c. 
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To the Right Honourable -—” + 
The KNIGHTS, CITIZENS & BURGESSES + 


Do 
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